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tinction, claiming a Cesarian origin. It was already allied
with the Lord Alexander P.P. VI by the marriage in 1482
of His bastard Madonna Girolama Borgia with Don Gio-
vandrea Cesarini. Its representative, Don Gabriele Cesa-
rini, was the Gonfaloniere of Rome, who fought the Prior
of the Caporioni for precedence at the coronation of the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI, Who, in person, accorded the
first place to Cesarini. Don Giangiorgio Cesarini, the heir,
was allied with Sforza by marriage with Madonna Maria
Sforza di Guido di Santafiora; and Don Giuliano Cesarini
held office in the Apostolic Chamber. It was a house which,
during centuries, had been content with secondary rank,
while accumulating immense reserves of power, now to be
brought into action. These were the two patrician Houses
which the Pope's Holiness found ready to His hand when
Colonna leagued with Orsini against His peace. In fact,
Sforza and Cesarini were the right and left hands of the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI, as Colonna or Orsini were of
His predecessors and successors.
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, after relieving himself
of some treasonable speeches, considered Rome to be un-
safe; and fled down Tiber to his bishopric of Ostia, where
he fortified himself and advertised for mercenaries.
The word war, to the bloody men of valour of the end
of the fifteenth century, signified a game like that of chess.
The sole object of war was profit. It was undertaken simply
to deprive an enemy of his goods. Prisoners were captured,
and held to ransom. Cities and fortresses were reduced by
starvation, or by a display of overwhelming force. But
bloodshed—and this is noteworthy—was avoided as far as
possible; and the game chiefly was played by strategic
marches, counter-marches, and manoeuvres. It was a busi-
ness, a profession, "not more hazardous than that of a
professional football-player/' The superfluous men of
Europe, and the temperamental fighters, served as hired
mercenaries under the captains and the princes who could

